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Meeting at fulcefter, B orth, Birmingham, Bout 
ton, —— Bridgnorth, Bewdley, Hool rte 
 Leomanſier, Middleton, Perſhore, Sutton, Tewkeſbury 
Upton, Warwick,” » Leicefter, and Woreeftery 
met in ASSOCIATI ON at Bromſgrovd 
the 24th and 25th of May, 1768, and mainraininf 
the Doctrines of Free Grace, in Oppoſition 0 
Arminianiſm and Socinianiſm; and the Neceſſit 
of good Works, in Oppoſition to Libertiniſm ant 
= Antinomijaniſm. i Tre 
To the ſeveral Churches they TOUT "AY wiſh a , Fulneſs , 
l Grace, and 4 e N 
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Dear BRE THR EN, „  eUOITSUIG VA 1 


E are ſenſible that i it is our duty, ln we. wa ur ftudy * 
; pleaſure to try all means for the advance of your ſpirituf 
appineſs, and growth in grace; therefore, being convencd at th 
ime for that purpoſe, have took the freedom, to ſend you the follow 
g hints, which we hope will prove of ſervice to you, through th 

lefing of God, and your Chriſtian Regard,  _. 
And firſt, Let us recommend to you the conſtant reading 1 
udy of the facred ſcriptures; well knowing your time cannot 
tter ſpent than in uſing proper means to be acquainted with th 
vine book : not that we hereby intend that you are to take up 1 
dur time this way, but that you make your Bible your conſta 
mpanion, and Jour only guide in matters of religion : make 
pur baſom as, es and peruſe it above 2 other * 
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auſe it is the Book of books; it abounds with the richeſt inftrucs 
pn, the ſweeteſt comfort, and the beſt ; of County caution and. ad- 
Ice, both in human and divine things. e 
Content not yourſelves with merely ellis the Bible, but 
hdeavour to underſtand” what you read. The advantage ariſing 
om ſcripture lies not in a bate reading, but i in a clear knowledge of 
hat we read. Some read the word of God out of cuſtom others 
d {till conſcience : ſome to merit heaven, and the favour 5 God; 
| others, becauſe they think it is their duty. But, dear brethren, 
p you read the divine records with a view to underſtand, profit by, 
nd conform to them, remembering the queſtion which Philip put to 
be Eunuch, Under/tandeft thou what thou readeft ? All your ſpiritual 
bmfort in this world depends upon your knowledge of God's.word. 
t is here you view. buman nature in its own; colours: here you ſce 
Fourſelves drawn out to the life : here the petfections of the divine 
ature ſhine in their own glory: here the grand plan of ſalvation i is 
ully opened, and the work of the Holy Bpirit cleatly ſet forth, 
Four faith ought to be built hereon; your” -obedience drawn fror 
eſe premiſes; your comfort derived from this ſtorehouſe; and 
four hope ſhould have anchor-hold on this fitm foundation. 
By a clear knowledge of the Bible you become acquainted with 
hen and things, with yourſelves, with the true worſhip of God 
Leith the ſcheme of ſalvation by our Lord, and the glorious work 
f the Spirit upon the ſoul. Here you Is both the true nature 
nd real duty of a Chriſtian : here you are taught how to behave i 
very ſituation, how to improve every providence, and how to con 
uct yourſelves under every ſovereign diſpenſation. 
Prayer is another excellent companion. Without this we wal 
ave you engage in no affair, fill up no place, nor act in any ſtation 
ut in ever) thing by prayer and ſnpplication make your requeſts known t 
pod: And in all your prayers, endeavour after the true ſpirit o 
rayer ; for the grace of prayer is as great a bleſſing as the chriſtian 
ul can enjoy: it has power with the A'mighty; it ſtands entitlet 
the preſence, promiſes, and bleſſing of God; hence our Lord ſays 
N, and ye ſhall have ; --- aft, that jour joy may be full; for be grv | 
's Holy Spirit to them that ast him. Th language of Jehovah is 
all upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee ;-<-open' you 
puths wide, and I will fill them ;---caft your burdens upon the Lord, an 
will ſuſtain you ;: for be ſaid not to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeel ye me i 
fin, Prayer has been a means oF ms kingdoms, «working rigÞ 
7 teouſneſs 
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rufus, obtaining promiſes, Aopping the mont h of lions,” ade 
violence of fire, eſcaping the edge of the ſword, waxing valiant in fight 
and turning to flight the armies of the aliens. In all yout'prayers con 
ſider who you are before, what you are about, and the infinite 
diſtance there is between the Sovereign of all worlds, and a pod 
polluted creature, Pray with ſeriouſneſs, humility, and à ſenſe 9 
the depravity of your nature, Pray with fervency, with a know 
ledge of your wants, and with faith in the grace and promiſes of ou 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Pray for yourſelves, your families, your miniſters 
aud the Church of God. Pray in the name of Chriſt, and remem 
ber that you are always needy, always dependent, and ever in danger 
conſider that God always ſits upon a throne of grace, ready to heal 
and anſwer all prayers put up according to his will. It is matter off 
concern that prayer meetings ſhould either de neglected, or indif# 
ferently attended; and we think this to be one chief cauſe o 

deadneſs and declenſion in the Churches. | 
There is great occaſion for prayer and humiliation, on the accounf 
both of the civil and religious ſtate of theſe nations, the abounding 
Noe fin, and declenſions of true godlineſs; therefore we think 6 
adviſeable tu recommend a day of faſting ind prayer, when it will 
be moſt convenient for each Church; and, may be, the 2 wilf 
hear, and graciouſly anſwer, in our favour. 1 
Dearly beloved in our Lord, do nat live ſtrangers to the heavenly | 
Mex:rciſe of ſpiritual meditation. Let your thoughts range througi# 
the melancholy ſcene of the fall and depravity of human nature 
ve into the depths of apoſtacy, till you behold yourſelves in youf 
own deformed features; then take a view of the Spirit's work upoi 
the heart in all its branches, and examine how far that divine Agent 
has carried on his work in your fouls; how near you come to tha 
lortous image to which all God's people are predeſtinated to de 
*nformed, See if you can trace the genuine marks of regeneration! 
nd feel undeniable proofs of the new birth, Suffer your thoughts 
Ba ſurvey the glorious plan of ſalvation by Chriſt ; conſider wha 
se has done for poor finners, as Mediator between God and man 
what he has ſuffered in their room, what he has procured for them i 
hat he has promiſed to them, and what ground of hope he has give 
g all thoſe who ſee their need of him, believe in him, dave to venturk 
Ficir all upon him, and find ſuch a love to him, as to count * 
Mhiogs but loſs in compariſon of him. Endeavour to acquaint your 
ves with the holinels of his nature, the 2 of his perſon, the 
F 22 . 
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hes of his grace and mercy, and his ths love to "ml 

Nitate upon death and futurity'; ſet the eternal world before your 
in a juſt and proper light; conſider the frailty of nature, the 

Fertainty of all things here, and the certainty of death; for: here 
have ne cantinuinꝶ city, 3 158 us make. it our buſineſs to ſeek 
to come. 

We doubt not but Ir ab give attention to reading the Bible, 
vent prayer to God, and ſpiritual meditation, you will reverence 
is s ſanQuary with your perfonal appearance there at all times of 
line ſervice, with a ſerious and becoming conduct; remembering, 
it in his houſe and fervice he has recorded his . Frome his 
Eſence, and enſured his-blefling. | 

Do not go to the houſe of God out of 1 and ſarmality, or 
terly from a principle of conſcience ; but enter the courts of the 
dd with peculiar. pleaſure ; look upon bis ſabbaths as new cove- 

int bleflings, deſigned for your ſpiritual and eternal welfare; ex- 
N to meet the God of all grace there; wait for the fulfilling of his 
irpoſes, the accompliſhing of his promiſes, and the revelation of his 
EE Son in your hearts. Hear the word of God with attention, 
ith a candid and chriſtian ſpirit, and with a defign to profit in di- 
ne things by it: conſider, that in thus coming to the houſe of God, 

bu ſhew your love to a dear Redeemer and his cauſe ; you ſet a 
od example to all around you, and as it were open a way for the 
pings of Jehovah to deſcend upon you; for i in keeping his commands 
Ire i is great reward; and they who thus wait upon him ſhall renew 
zir ſtrength. Such a regard as this, ſhewed to God's houſe and 
dinances, has a tendency to ſtrengthen the weak hands which 
ng down, and comfort the hearts of God's people; for as iron 
wrpeneth iron, ſo does the countenance of a man his Friend Remember 
Weep holy the ſabbath day. Confider whoſe day it is, what obligati- 
fo s you are under to the Lord of the ſabbath, and in what manner 
| requireth that day to be ſpent. Confider what promiſes are made 
[thoſe who keep the Lord's day, what threatnings are denounced 
inſt, and curſes executed upon ſabbath-breakers. 

Haye you paid that regard to the houſe, ſervice * ſabbaths of 
bd. you ſhould ? Have you kept the ſabbath holy, by a ſtrict and 
ady. adherence to all the public and private duties of the day ! 

ve you took no unneceſſary journies, paid no trifling viſits, or done i 
"ſecular buſineſs which had better been left undone ? If you have, 


P you complain of deadneſs, darkneſs and barrenneſs of 2 
becauſe 
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becauſe: theſe have a direct teridency to ſuch u frame; for- God hf 
joined means and end together, and they who honour him be will honoul 
Jat they who deſpiſe him ſball be lightly eſſeemed. Conſider that a brea 
of the ſabbath is a ſin againſt the firſt Table of the Law, and evel} 
breach of thoſe commands, which refer to God and his worſhip, is} 
greater ſin than a breach of thofe 2 * refer to our be 
haviour amongſt men, _ - q 

Cultivate peace and friendſhip one among OST Endeavour 
love and eſteem each other better than yourſelves. Conſider t 
happineſs of. unian in a church, how it ſtrengthens and encourage 
the cauſe of Chriſt, and what a bulwark it is againſt fin, Satan, ar 
the powers of Antichriſt. A church in union is like 4 threefold cord 
which, ¶ Solomon ſays) is not eaſily broken. Call over the dreadſul con 
ſequences of diviſion, wrangling, ſtrife and envy: remember ths 
zreateſt Prophet that ever ſpake in human nature, upon this ſubjeM 
ſays, that an houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. Rather pity 2 
wink at, than expoſe the frailties and failings of a brother; and whe 
you attempt * claim or rectify a miſtake in him, let it be done in in 
ſpirit of chriſtiMlove and meekneſs, always remembering in wha 
manner our Lord, and inſpired men, ſpoke in ſuch caſes. NVathaf 
reproved David by a parable; and when Chrift reminded Peter d 
his great ſin in denying his Lord, he only ſaid, Simon, * of Jena 
lnveft thou me? | 

Lay out yourſelves to ebene and eneourage the intereſt of Che | 
Do not look upon that as loſt which you ſpend this way, but be afſuj 
red that *cis money the beſt laid out, and will bring in the onal 
Intereſt : hence we are told that a cup of cold water given to a diſei 
ple in the name of one, ſhall not loſe its reward. Confider wha 
you receive from God in a way of providence, how much you de 
pend upon him for all you have, and how ſoon he can bleſs or blaß 
ou in all your affairs. He is the governor of natute, and has ever; 
king at his diſpoſe, and you are but ſtewards under bim of wha 
ou poilefs. 

Let your dreſs and en be dt ad 3 PINK as " 
ennes men and women fearing Ged. Avoid the ridiculous faſhions ani 
6 Weultoms of the world, both in manners and dreſs, well knowing thak 
he image of the beaſt is ſtamped upon them; and the more you con 
e Form to them, the more of his mark will be ſeen in you. The pre 
„ent modes and manners of our age, if not ſpeedily altered, are cal 
z lated to ruin both church and ſtate, Pride, extravagance 

. efteminacy 
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Eminaey, Vattery and deceit, are the previiling piisesßies and 
etices of this day; therefore be not conformed to this world; haue 
2222 with the unf ruwful works of darkneſs ;—come out” from 
bong them, and be ye ſeparate : Say with Jacob, O my foul, come not 
into their fecret, unto their aſſembly mine honour be nos thou united; 
their path is the way to hell, and the road leads down to the anker 
Weath, Be not over anxious after the friendſhip of this world, 
lowing that it is enmity to God ; and be who 1 54 * of this * ' 
enemy to God, © © PT 
Take all poſſible care in the eaten of your children, | Confiter 
at neglect here has laid the foundation for error, vice and immo- 
N ity, both in Church and State. Keep them as much as poflible 
bm the company and converſation of wicked abandoned men; 
train them from places of public diverſion, which have a great 
ndency to corrupt their morals, and vitiate their minds: train them 
b in frugality, induſtry, and uſeful branches of learning: ſet them 
good example, both in public and private life: take them with 
du to the houſe of God: pray with and for them: inſtil into their 
ht the true principles of the Chriſtian Religion: make uſe. of 
e beft means to cultivate their minds in the knowledge of God, 
d divine things: encourage them in every thing virtuous and 
ſaiſe-worthy, but do all in your power to diſcourage in i in its fick 
3 

Live with the ſiricteſt honour, truth and honeſty amongſt mankind, 
: the light of juſtice, modeſty and faithfulneſs ſhine in every pact 
your conduct; and if you are evil ſpoken of, as is generally the 
fe with God's people, let it be falſely, and without juſt cauſe; 
zen great will be your peace here, and reward hereafter. Submit 
ith patience to trying providences ; well conſider the cauſe of them, 
de hand that brings them, the end and deſign of them, and the 
feftable leſſons which may and ought to be learned from them, 
'ay out yourſelves to propagate that religion which you have learned 
Yom the Bible, and been taught by the Spirit of God. Make re- 
Bion your firſt, main and grand end, and may every thing elſe be 
ne in ſubſerviency to it. Look upon all you do and expend. here, 
done for the beſt of cauſes, and what will yield you moſt pleaſure, 
fofit and peace: conſider, when you grow weary of religion, you 
brder upon Deiſm, loſe your peace, diſhonour God, ſet a bad ex. 
ple to all around you, wound the ſouls of God's people, harden 


ners in their wiekedneſs, and bring guilt and trouble upon yourſelves 
. Rem embe 
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a what David, Petar, na others have ſi ufored by warping alidy 
dettet-never ſet our hands to the plow of righteouſneſs than look back 
for God hath ſaid it, / any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſe 
in him: But our prayers for you are, that you may not be of the 
who draw back to perditiou, but of them who believe to the ſaving of the ſal 
Nothing! but depravity,, infatuation,. and the ſpirit of Satan, will eve 
wean us from ttue religion; becauſe it is one of the greateſt bleſſing 
a mortal can poſſeſs in 1 world; it affords. every thing neceſſa 
for the comfort, happineſs. and direction of an heaven - born, ſoul 
There is no grievance, but what he may here ſee a way for redreſs 
no want, but the fulneſs. it diſcovers will ſupply ; no enemy, b 
what it teaches us either to conquer, or eſcape from; no bleſſing t 
be enjoyed by God's people, but what it ſhews, us how to come 3 
Therefore, dear brethren, le e Hedſa aſt, unmoveable, always abcunding 
ind abiding, in the work of the Lord, ſeeing that your labour is ut 
vain, Stand faſi in the liberty wherewith Chriſi hath made you free, an 
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Contend earne/ly fa 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints, Quit yourſelves uke Chriſtians 
gbt the good fight of faith,. and lay held of eternal life. Now unto bi 
who is able to keep you from falling, and preſent you faultleſs before tl 
preſence of his: glory, with exceeding joy, we commen i you, as in 
the hands of. a faithful Creator, and covenant-keeping God 
Finally, brethren, Farewell : Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of al 
mind, live in peace, and * God of love and peace hall be with ; 
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It is dhe Gere of the Church ef Bawdicy, that the rd - 
hurches in Aſſociation would conſider their ꝓreſent ceſtitute cak 


nd afford them what alſiſtance wy can, which we think 
heir duty. 


On Tagſday evening the Meſſengers * met, the letters fre 
e Churches were read, and the . was both begun ai 
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bading letters, and ſettling the ſervice of the day. At ten Neb 
Srother Beddome opened the meeting by prayer 3 Brotuer Mme 
lfeached from pb. it. 8. By grate are ye ſavid; and Brother Laure 
Entterwaorlth "concluded the morning ſetvice. In the afternoo 
_ Turner inttoduced the meeting by finging and prayer 
rothe | Pointing prerche from Palm eig 16. I will alſo chethe | 
n with wre and her ſaints Ba. But e "Broth 
WW e 


"Te he utah requeſt of the dibidters that choad ra 
on be publiſhed, and we doubt not but you will g ve it th 
Encouragement it metits. In the evenitig the Circular 


ad and approv'd, and "Om Butterworth of 9 (conclude 
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8. The next Aſſociation to be at Upton-upon-Severn, to meet 0 
2 Evening in the M big Week. Brother Turner an 
Brother Skinner, to preach; and in caſe of — — 
Zawrence Butterwarth, Put up at the Talbet, 
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